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14 WINGS ON THE 1CE

At the stern 1s a regular “seagoing”™ rudder
Lo the bottom of which is attached a runner
for sicering purposes on ice. Apparently all
the owner had to do in the summer tume, to
transform his ice boat mto a scagoing sail

boat, was to disconnect the cross plank, stop

up the holes through which the fastening

bolts ran. and stick the boat in the water!

They are sull building boats like this 1n

Holland today (sce page 12) where the -

idea of a quier, family sail on the ice appar-

R TR T . . S The first anitbentic Ice Boat built
ently has 1ts appeal. In this country a dircct in the Umited States. From a

: S : . . d ing by H. P, Ashley in the
descendant of this idea is our “Scooter,” with rawnis o shley inr the

Encyclopacdia Americana,
the notable difference that the scooter can go trom 1ce o water, and back to ice,

without the embarrassment of dragging a cross plank through the water; and
that the scooter has no rudder, being steered enurely by trimming sail and
shifting weight

In 1790 one Oliver Booth built the first authentic ice boat in this country, at
Poughkeepsie on the Hudson River. This boat consisted of a plain rectangular

box. with o runner at each side forward. and a steering runner aft with a aller.
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The principal presens Iecboating arca and cemters of Activity of North America
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Stern view and section

These drarwings are repro-
duced from the " Architec-
trra Navalts Mercataria”
of Fredrike Hendrik Chap-
man, published in 1708
AD, The “floatable” gual-
ities of this design forecast
our  present "Scooter,”

while the runner darrange-
moent forecasis the Stern
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Half plan

Details of bull and spars,
Note the “goosencck”
and curved jib traveler
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A mast was stepped In e boxs wosall spriw’ly was bent o and away he wont
over the frozen waters of the Hudson, While 1ce boat design and construction
hay progressed tar since that dav. this crude cflort s meresting for two reasons:
it sarted o precedent modesign which lasted for over half a centary, undil, 1n
1856, after the destre for inareased speed had started head scracching among the
desteners. a skeleton tvpe ol hall appeared — buile like o Kite or cross-bow —
which lowered weight and wind vesistance: and the box wpe desian s sull the
simplest and cheapest form ol 1ce boat 10 buled. as abour all vou need 1s a good
sized pucking box with a Litde exrra bracing. and the bigaest part of vour 10b
s taken care of.

As the ace boat has been used and developed almose cotirely for sport. and
particuturdy in this counury for the sport of mcing. it is only natural that sail, and
not power. has been the gt'ncml mecans of propulsion. At least one abortive
attempt was made (1839 1o use a power e boat commerciallv, when Norman
Wiard of Wisconsiu got ottt an ambiious prospectis 1o ralse money o build a
stean ice boat, with o [loatable hull o canry abour sixiv passengers. So far as |
cut discover the project died aborming: but if nor commercially praciical. 10wt
least showed nnegmation. For thenr own amasement and pleasure, o nunber ot
prople have buillt motor ice vachts i recent vears. some wirh spiked driving
whieels which @iy the 1ce: others with acroplane ivpe propeliorn o drive then.
While sail will nnguesnionablv. imaiiam s supremacy on the e, [ oan see the
possibility that power may come to bemore generally used than 101 now, parie-
ularly during those penods when the snow s woo deep over the dee for sailing.
At soch tmes the use of skisrunners will make v enurely possible w get up
specd under power.

The casual observer may be under the mmpression that the person who knows
how to sarl @ boat on the waier. need ondy ect aboard an ice boar and sail her.
Dy the basie essentials this s troe. That s o save anoce bour will reach and run.
1will come abouat or jibe. 1owill heel i brecze, and owill sed sull i oa (Lo
cali! That. howevers I abour as {ar as the similarny goes. A Chinnan describes
comsting as: U Wihssst — walkee milev!™ Fle would probably deseribe ice boating
any T Whissst — shides miulev!™

I a hight brecre. an ice boar handles much like o sail boat on the water,
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Courtesv of Genege J. Seger

A tvpical, and in ber day famous, Hudson River Ice boat the "lcicle,” Built by Jacob
L. Buckhont, Ponghkeepsie. N. Y., abont 1870, for fobn E. Roosevelt. seen at the helm
although its speed will be considerably greater. In sailing on the water. the
lightest puff will put way on your beat. but with an ice boat you must start her
with a good stout push, and then keep her going; it she stops you have to ger
out again and push.

But the great difference between the two forms of sport. 1s when it begins to
breeze up. That is the condition which is apt to prevail in the winter tme. and
the condition which all ice vachismen want. I asked a winner of many ice boat
races how he would describe the difference between sailing on the water. and
e boating.

Welll™ he said.” in light breezes vou sail “er something like a boat. but when
i breezes up vou drive ‘er like an automobile!”

[n a breeze. ice boat maneuvers are a matter of seconds. as compared with
minutes when sailing on the water. The ice boat is the fast. highly nervous.

thoroueh bred stallion of sailine. To handle his boat successtully the 1ce boat



wWiNGS ON THL 1CE

skipper must be on the alert every insaant he must have a splie second eve for
what 15 ahead of hime he must have a feel for thie hetm ke the feel of a surgeon’s
fingers 1 a delicate operanion. and e must have a quuck stvong hand on the
main sheets and keep i ommed flae nearly always.

All ol this has had s influence on the development of tce bous. To brought
about the cross-bow bodv, reduction and concentrmion of satl arca owithout 1e-
duction of speed. but rather the opposite) . the “fronesteerer.” followed just last
vear by the “lour runner boad™: the wishbone uller and the apphication of auto-
wobile steering gear: enclosed cockpits and streambimed foselages. and so forth.

Unuil recentdy rhe development of 1ce boat design has heen letsurelyv, OF the
changes noted 1n the foregoing paragraph. all but the first have appeared since
10560, During and nmmedinely after vhe World War. 1ce boating took a breathing
spell. and the greatest impulse o this counury since then came with the successtul
tests of the front steerer in Wisconsin 1 19520 Appavently the fust front steerer
was a small, home made job which appeared on the Shirewsbury River. New
Jersevo m 18907, Tt made Linde tmpression. evidentlv, as thiere was no furthey
developnient o the Fast, hut the Western boats began o win races from the “stern
steerers.” and proved so much {faster under certam condiuons. that tev rapudly
Lecame popular.

Desigued origimally 1o overcome a tendency mhevent i the stern steerers, unti)

then the standard design, to lose tracuon on the steering runner and go into o hor-

izontat il spin.” the front sreerers accomplhished this, as well as showing speed.

Ceniriess wl Lrooege |

1

A flect af “Scooters”



Tee baating au 1he Hudsan
w the Thy. From the bub-
fcation " Every Satnrday,”
March 4,

1571, Note the
great lewgth of boam, wnd
the fong ji6 club

A modern gronp in conlvast
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belng, tor “Scooting” 1s an example ol @ sport which developed Trom a purely
utilitarian slart.

Some vears ago two members of the TS, Coast Guard. on duty ac a siation
from which 1t was necessary o tavel aboud fonr miles by water 1o get supplics.
concetved the wdea of “pike poling ™ a4 duck punty over the dce in the winter time
as o laber and time saving device, Widh dhus smail, pumpkinsced Itke boaw. they
could 2et along over the wce and rthen ke 1o the water where the wce gave our,
draggimg the boat up onwo the e again when opportuniey otlered.

One dav.m a sudl breeses they nouced that the punty would alimost move over
the we without cllort on thewr pare. So they decided to uy our a sail, and ser 2
small spricrig, (Orngmally they had fasiened a broad strip ol brass to the botom

planking. for uaction on the wce: larer they buile on two wooden ranners and

shod them with brass,y The rig worked beauufully belore the wind, and so

jul

Aw impartant operation
an o Ncaoter” — sharf-
enmg wf the riomers

USeoefer” cntiesiasts
sy that "Scagting” s
the greatest sport in
the wortd,




1T BOATS BEAT TRAIN

The “leiele” (see page 17 ) and the "Zepbyvr win over the New York-Chicago Express
Jan. 20, 15710 Fram Frawk Lesire's Hlustrated Ncewspaper, Feb. 11, 1871, Streamiined
trains are faster taday, but they still cannot beat the 140 mile per bour (co Boat record!



The Scooter

Sprecificalions for the Scooler

IS T

Deck heaums — w07~ 2

Forming prece — 4% ~x 47

Mahogany hand — 1.7 x 47

Deck — 147 Cedar

Planking — Double 347 "\Weldwood”

Commmngs — 1o Philippine Mahogauy

Runner woods — 2157 x 87 oak. Fastened
with galvanized 1ron bolus

Right angle steel runners — 537 by 17

Donwsprit — fiv — 37 x 37

Mast — 8 % 87 — sprucc

1

Joont — 237w 2 sprace

Jib Clab — 2197 x 233" spruce

Standing Riguing — &7 qal wire rope ov

" srainless steel

e—

FLUNMERS BoUTERD
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